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The 2002 region-wide survey for Atlantic surfclam, Spisula solidissima; and Ocean
Quahog, Arctica islandica, was conducted in continental shelf waters, from Delmarva Peninsula
to Georges Bank aboard the FRV DELAWARE II. The survey, conducted by the NMFS,
Northeast Fisheries Science Center, provides indices of abundance and recruitment for both
species. In addition, tows were made at 25 non-random sites during the survey to support on-
going scientific studies.

The following charts and station data describe the distribution of surfclams and ocean
quahogs during the survey. Five-minute tows were made at the speed of 1.5 knots with a
hydraulic jet dredge equipped with a 5-foot wide blade and submersible pump positioned on the
dredge. Survey stations were randomly selected to provide unbiased abundance measurements.
Therefore, these stations were not always on or near known locations of clam concentrations.

In this report, catch quantity is recorded in numbers of clams, and depth in fathoms.
Percent estimates of surfclams are also given by four categories of shell height: between 0 to
4.75",4.76 to 5.00", 5.01 to 5.50", and greater than 5.50". Distribution plots indicate relative
numbers of surfclams and ocean quahogs caught on each tow.

In an effort to make this report timely, the data are summarized from unaudited catch
files. Therefore, all information in this report is considered provisional and subject to change.

For further information contact Russell Brown (508-495-2380) or Linda Despres (508-
495-2346), National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center, 166 Water
Street, Woods Hole, MA 02543. To view this report on the Ecosystems Surveys Branch website,

go to: http://www.nefsc.nmfs.gov/esb/fishermens%20reports.htm.
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Figure 1. Dredge hauls made from R/V DELAWARE II, during National Marine
Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center Surfclam/
Ocean Quahog Survey (02 — 05), June 03 — July 12, 2002.
Map 1 of 3



42°

72° 70°

\

|

\

| , | j
S ]
451 ° t&éﬂ

L]
o 450 e 4590
& 452 @ 455
453° 458
5 ® 454 4569 (533 o=
o L 457° " 535 1614 460
Q .‘I ]
[ _J
02 o |\ 0462 4724
Jo 447-448,537-552 0463
b 464 ® ® 469
E ane?7e’
ez F9 oS4 465.468,529-534 ~ °
’ ® 446 470® 474
‘ ® 442
\‘ , r 034 208 401-402 ® 0439 444 b
.. 33 o 00,403 4400
\ ) ess 032 9399,404 0438 0441
> ®36 - - -
N 031 ,22:29395-398,405-408 437 ® 436
. [ 435
) 37-40,42-45 . . 4330
= E 23400235 30@ ° 434°
- . 045 )
s T4 4ceea7 ]
y | 852" "#50 ©233 4328
\ | 51 o 431®
538 @58 049 ey3
[ ]
Z 5%5% "6 394,400 9 **27 4408
52® %6 60 61 €430
_ L ! 429
62-70,236-238,422-424 / 0230
; ®229 0426
76-79,239-240,420-421 / 2270 o595  ©393,410
83-84,241,419 / 0226 0425 1
0. ) ) N ©392,411
0-82,85,173,242-245,415-418 \ ;3% o75  73eey

(oo | 2@ 0225 0391,412

023 0222
o74 \86-167 0390,413

76
o' e e
175%% 1% 172 o909 58 389,414

18] 80% 178 o 0388
/824209

5% 4153
190 184 0208 4 ¢

® . 210
° e * ° m’/ nz2e
e oo L) e 207

[ ] *
”ﬁ6—189,191—196,201—2(=6 0248 ¢ 547 ®386
97 200
o . 385
198 499
251 | 248 384

STATIONS
PartI, 1 — 235
Part II, 236 — 401
Part I1I, 402 — 552

l

|2570 | | | 1 | 1

Figure 2. Dredge hauls made from R/V DELAWARE II, during National Marine
Fisheries Service, Northeast Fisheries Science Center Surfclam/

Ocean Quahog Survey (02 — 05), June 03 — July 12, 2002.
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3000087 000M1.3.
80011930001 4.

30000000000000020 00001 0.
0 00000000000000008 000056.0.
6 D000000000000000 0000000,
7 ID000000000000000 0000000,
1 I0000000000000002 0000000
1I000000000000005 30000 8.
5I0000000000000009 00004 4.
6 IDDO0O00000000000 0000000
9 INOONOOO000000000 0000000
1 00000000000000Mm 4 0000 4.
1I000000000000003 3 0000000
1I000000000000001. 9 0000000
2M00000000000001 9 0000000

0000000001 0.
000000000000,
000000000000,
000000000000,
000000000350.
90000000003,
400000000000.
000000000000,
000000000000,
300000000000.
000000000000,
000000000000,
000000000000,

00000000020.
00000000025.
000000000000,
000000000000,
000000000000,
8100000 5.
000000000000.
000000000000.
000000000000.
000000000000.
00000000003,
000000000000,
000000000000.

00000060.
00000m25.
00000000.
00000000.
0000050.
10000062.
0000055.
00000000.
00000000.
0000085.
o0000™7.
0000m.00.
000071.00.

00000000000 0000000a
o00000000M 00000000
00000000000 00000000
000000000M 00000000
00000000054 00000000
30000000001 00000000
60000000159 000000
0ID0000054 00000000
o0I0000404 00000000
70000000060 00000000
000000000 000000a
oID000022 00000000
0000000063 00000000




NEFSC CLAM SURVEY - 2002
SURFCLAMS - Number/Tow
Total Number




NEFSC CLAM SURVEY - 2002
SURFCLAMS - Number/Tow
Greater Than 5inches

. ° 1 -- 100
o 101 -- 1000 I
O >1000

36

‘ 36
76 74 72 70 68 66



NEFSC CLAM SURVEY - 2002
OCEAN QUAHOG - Number/Tow
Total Number

o o 1 -- 100
/ o 101 -- 1000 1
O >1000

36

‘ 36
76 74 72 70 68 66





